
LUKE WANDEN 

Grace Hartigan 
 
  

Biography2 
 
• Born in Newark, NJ 1922. 
• She married at 19 and moved to 

California, before her husband 
was drafted into military service. 

• In 1942 moved back to the NYC 
area and studied mechanical 
drafting at the Newark College 
of Engineering.  

• Worked as a draftsman for an 
airplane company during WWII 
to support her son. 

• In 1945 she moved over to 
Manhattan and quickly became 
a well-known member of the 
NYC artistic community, 
sparking her new career. 

 

River Bathers (1953)1 

Critical Reception 
 

• Her work was overlooked as one of the only females in 
a male-dominated movement. She often used the 
name “George Hartigan” to appear male. 

• She was insulted when scholars viewed her as a 
figuration of the Pop Art style. She believed the 
underlying motifs and emotion behind her paintings 
was contrary to the blandness of Pop Art.  

• In 1950s she began incorporating figures into her work 
(eg.River Bathers). Clement Greenberg, a critic and 
long-time promoter of Hartigan’s work turned against 
her.  

• Other friends, within the NYC scene, such as Jackson 
Pollock felt she was losing her originality and style. 

The Persian Jacket (1952) 1 
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Hartigan’s work as abstractionism 
• Hartigan’s early work was purely abstraction in nature. This meant her work was more 

focused on the meaning and interpretation of an image, rather than the image itself. 
• Conforming to social expectations was a large influence in her move to figurative work 

especially feeling supressed as a female in the industry, this shift can be seen in Grand 
Street Brides (1954).  

• Kandel references Clement Greenburg as a “progressive”
3
 who was “foundational”

3
 in 

defining abstractionism in New York. Therefore, one could argue was Grace Hartigan a true 
abstractionist?  

Quotes5 
• “I didn’t choose painting, it chose me. I didn’t have talent, I just had genius.” 
• “A woman or a man creating feel very much the same way.”  
 

Ireland (1958) 1 

Grand Street 
Brides (1954) 1 
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